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Sports Dome Official Opening
Students, staff, contractors and friends of the
school gathered together on Tuesday 17th
January to celebrate the official opening of the
new Sports Dome. Assisted by Mr Hunt, the
ribbon was cut by Invictus Gold Medalist, Mr
Sean Gaffney, who had his left leg amputated
below the knee as the result of a severe injury
sustained during service in 1999. The dome was
obtained from Richard Huish College in Taunton
last summer and consists of a twin wall PVC
canopy which is anchored to concrete
foundations and then inflated to provide a
fantastic, all weather sports facility for our
school. Once the ribbon had been cut and the
memorial plaque had been revealed, Mr Hunt &
Mr Gaffney enjoyed a short game of wheelchair
basketball, followed by a special assembly with
Year 10 where Sean shared his truly inspirational
story. Students were transfixed as they listened
carefully to the event which led to the loss of
Sean’s leg, and how he chose not to allow his life
changing injury to have a negative effect on
himself or his future. The importance of
determination, self belief and resilience rang
throughout Sean’s story and it was clear to see
that he had earnt the respect of everyone
present. With his amazing story. A huge thank
you must go to all involved in the construction of
the dome, and to all involved in the opening.

Sons of Pitches

World Book Day
We celebrated with a cake sale, raffle and our
ever popular book tombola. Toby Woodcock
was the winner of our book review
competition,
and
Hannah
Quigley
took
home
‘The
Great Penguin

On Monday 6th March, 15 students from Years 8, 9
& 10 had the opportunity to take part in an exciting
workshop with 'The Sons of Pitches', an a cappella
group comprising of 6 young men who won Gareth
Malone's ‘Naked Choir’ series a couple of years ago.
Only 6 schools were invited and our students were
praised for their consistent enthusiasm and
behaviour throughout. Thank you Sons of Pitches!

Book Chase’ for winning the raffle.
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Playhouse Theatre Visit

It won’t be long before we are beginning to think about
nominations for the 2017 Celebration Evenings. Parents,
please can we ask for your co-operation in the safe return
of all trophies by Friday 21st April 2017. If you would
like to keep your trophy, you may do so by purchasing it
at a cost of £23 per trophy. New trophies can be ordered
for any with small defects or damages.

104 students from Years 9, 10 & 11 enjoyed
a memorable trip to London in February
when they watched a stage performance of “An
Inspector Calls” at the Playhouse Theatre.
The performance allowed students to
see their GCSE text brought to life, making
the text easier to understand and bringing
the characters to. Everyone was exceptionally
Maths Challenge
well behaved with many people commenting on
Pupils at Westfield achieved 4 golds, 9 silver and 13 bronzes in their behaviour, “a credit to their uniform”. Well
this year’s UKMT Maths Challenge. Over 250,000 pupils from done and thank you for being a pleasure to
across the UK sat the Maths Challenge with roughly the top 6%
travel and spend the day with.
receiving a gold certificate, the next 13% silver and the next 21%
bronze. Approximately 6000 of the top students are then invited
to sit a follow-on competition, the Mathematical Olympiad or
Kangaroo, for which Dominic Smith did qualify! Well done to all
our fantastic mathematicians, you did a great job and there were
some excellent results. And of course not forgetting to commend
Dominic and wish him luck in the follow-on competition.

A Night at Glastonbury Festival—Spring Concert
On Tuesday 28th February
students once again presented a
wonderful Spring Concert….this
year treating us to a mini
Glastonbury Festival full of
music, energy and talent. We
even had our very own Pyramid
Stage to perform on thanks
to
local
company
S4
Scaffolding who generously
supplied the ‘set’ for free.
A great night, well done all!
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Sport
Talent Academy students
were invited to attend a day
of sporting and team
building activities. They were
greeted by Sky Sports mentor Jamie Barrow (the
fastest British snowboarder and former GB
snowboarder) for a team building and mentoring
session. Jamie went through the core values of
being part of the Talent Academy in association with
Sky Sports Living for Sport and also brought with
him his Olympic torch as he was a torchbearer in
the London 2012 games. The morning was spent
learning about the core attributes top athletes need
to succeed such as determination and planning. For
the afternoon, the group travelled to West Mendip
Snow Sport Centre to take part in a snowboarding
session with Jaime and other instructors. Everyone
was very excited, if not a little cautious as many had
never tried snowboarding before. Before long
everyone was getting the hang of the slopes with
Dom and Dan natural snowboarders! Everyone had
an amazing time and lots of the goals for Talent
Academy
being
achieved.
Well
Done!
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Term dates
Term
begins

Term ends

Half Term

Spring
Term

3 Jan

31 March

INSET 10/2

Summer
Term

18 April

21 July

29 May - 2June

13—17 Feb

Westfield Media Team
After the huge success of the first edition in December, the
Media Team have just finished printing the second edition of
‘The Westfield Watch’, our student led School Newspaper.
The team have worked really hard on both editions and
even held a Cake & Tuck Sale before half term to raise funds
for their very own camera. This will allow them to try their hand
at presenting and filming as they work on creating some
interviews and even vlogs going forward, hopefully starting in the
Summer term. A special mention must also go to those who have
earnt their badges for showing continued dedication and
enthusiasm. Well done and keep up the great work!
BOYS DANCE CLUB were invited to take part in the Spring
Forward Dance Festival at the Octagon Theatre on 15th
March, and they did not disappoint! The boys gave it their all
and entertained the audience with a fantastic performance
based on Lord of the Flies. A huge well done, we look forward
to seeing more exciting routines in the not too distant future.

Ski Trip Report by Lily King



Well Done to Shaina & Conner for their
efforts in Somerset Cross Country
Championships



Well done Josh Sutton & Stuart Handyside,
selected for the U12 District Football Team



Y9 Girls Football team won against Bucklers
Mead Academy



Very successful Boccia tournament



Great sessions run by Basketball Leaders



14 games won at the KS3 Badminton fixture
against Ansford

This February, 22 Yr8 and Yr9
students along with Mr Gilham,
Mr Riley and Miss Butcher
travelled to the Aosta Valley, near
the French-Italian border for a
week of exciting skiing. We had a
great time on the slopes learning turning, balance, stopping
and speeding up with everyone progressing to blue pistes
(some even to red and black) despite the cold weather and
lots of tumbles! We all enjoyed the apres-ski (after ski
activities) a lot. They included a pizza night, an ice cream
night, a disco, a karaoke night and our final presentation. The
presentation was great, with all students achieving level two,
some with merits and even a couple of level threes! All of us
thoroughly enjoyed the experience and would go back any
day! Thank you to all the teachers for looking after us.

Main Office: 01935 423747
www.westfieldacademy.co.uk

BLESMA Visit
We recently welcomed visitors from the British Limbless
Ex-Serviceman's Association (BLESMA) to give a presentation
to Years 9 & 10, where students had the opportunity to hear
the stories of our inspirational guests, followed by a Q & A
session. There was also a workshop for selected
students from across the school who were able to see a
different point of view in life.
As a gesture
of
our
appreciation
and
thanks,
the
school
made a donation to the charity in return for their time and
efforts. Thanks must go to Mr Mounsey for organising.

Diversity Week
We are once again flying the flag for diversity! This year, Diversity Week will be on the 8th-12th of May. Over the last two
years, we have looked at the impact of discrimination and the effect this has on people and society. Diversity is about
celebrating and embracing the wonderful differences that make us all individual. We will be focusing our celebrations on the
LGBT community this year. This is the initialism for the Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual and Transgender community. This is a
topic that should be explored and supported within the school environment. We plan to have workshops, create display work,
have a cake sale, have a boogie at the school disco and, most importantly, hear your thoughts. We will also be hosting our
wonderful guest for the day, Henry Schachter. Henry will be joining us on the 9th of May to talk to Year 9 about his
experiences of the Holocaust and how discrimination changed his life. However, all of this will not be possible without
your support! I need active students who are willing to plan behind the scenes or take part and support with activities. Notices
will be on briefing about this. If you are interested, please come and see Miss Martin. If you would like support and are
questioning your sexuality or gender identity, a brilliant service is called 2bu. They are a service who help support young
people in the Somerset area. Their website has a wealth of resources, advice and information for parents and professionals.
Please view at: www.2bu-Somerset.co.uk .At Westfield Academy, we see the qualities in every child and aim to celebrate this.

Safegaurding

Renovated DT Block

We recognise our moral and statutory
responsibility to safeguard and promote the
welfare of all students. We endeavour to provide
a safe and welcoming environment where
children and young people are respected and
valued. We are alert to the signs of abuse and
neglect and follow our procedures to ensure
children and young people receive effective
support,
protection
and
justice.

Mrs Julie Coles
Dedicated
Safeguarding Lead

The Forever Star
Mrs Julie Strange
Dedicated
Safeguarding Lead
Deputy

Congratulations to Sophie Pound who was
the winner of the Galileo House Assembly
‘Name a Star’ Competition who is now the
proud owner of her very own star,
‘Forever’.

