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IT'S TIME TO DECIDE! 
 

It's time to decide what you're going to study in Years 10 and 

11.  As you'll see, you have some important choices to make.  

Please try to bear two things in mind: 
  
o Your Options must be the right ones for you 

 

o It is important when choosing your range of subjects to keep your options open, to aim 

for a balanced set of subjects which will equip you for your future without closing too 

many doors too soon. 

Think carefully about the subjects that you intend to follow, ask the advice of your 

teachers, because they not only know you, they also know the sort of demands each course 

will make on you.  
  
This is an important time for you, but remember, you are not being asked to decide all on 

your own.  Talk to your parents, talk to your teachers, talk to students in Years 10 and 11 

who may be taking the course you intend to follow and talk to the school careers teachers, 

Mrs Surrey & Mrs Yandell and Beth Church from Inspire to Achieve. 
  
This booklet briefly explains the range of subjects available; the first thing you should do 

is to read it carefully. 
  
We can divide your course into two parts: 

 

C
O
R
E
 

 S
U
B
J
E
C
T
S

 

Subjects EVERYONE has to do… 
 

Subjects that lead to a qualification: 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

ENGLISH LITERATURE 

MATHEMATICS 

SCIENCE (COMBINED) 

 

Additional Subjects: 

CAREERS 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

CITIZENSHIP 

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS 
 

O
PT

I
O
N
S

 

Subjects where you 

have a choice of what 

you study.  

 

You have to choose 

four in total. 
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR OPTIONS CHOICES 
 

STUDENT GUIDE TO USING THE ONLINE OPTIONS SYSTEM 

 

After options evening an email will be delivered to the students school email account from 

noreply@sims.co.uk. It will look similar to the one below.  

 

 Click on the link provided, or copy the URL provided into a web browser. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Select Sign in with Google and enter their school Google account log on and password. 

 

 

 Once logged in enter the code provided in the registration email into the Invitation Code 

field: 
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 Verify the account by answering a security question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Log into the account to gain access to the Options Screen. 

 

 

 Choose one subject from the first Option 1 list of subjects together with one reserve. 

 
 Choose three subjects from the second list of options choices, together with two reserves. 

 

 Students make their choices by clicking on the course item on the screen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Comments can be added by the student in the Student Comments field at the bottom of the page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When all selections have been made the choices MUST be saved by 

clicking the save icon to the top left and the student should then sign 

out of Options Online. 
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PARENTS GUIDE TO OPTIONS ONLINE 
 
Parents are required to APPROVE the option choices made by their son/daughter.  

 

Parents will receive an email from noreply@sims.co.uk. It will look like the example screen shot 

below.  

 

 Click on the link provided, or copy the URL provided into a web browser. 

 
 

 Sign in using any of the options above. Once logged in parents will need to enter the 

verification code received in the email. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Verify the account by answering a security question. 

 

 

 Log into the account to gain access to your son/daughters choices. Parents can view the 

choices but cannot amend them. 
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 Tick the approval box to confirm you are happy with your son/daughter’s choices.  

 

 Sign out of Options Online. 

 
Please contact the school if you are concerned about option choices or if you have difficulty 
logging in. 
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OPTIONS CHOICES 
 

Students must choose ONE subject and ONE reserve from the ‘Option 1’ column 

AND THEN 

choose THREE choices and TWO reserves from the ‘Option 2, 3 & 4’ column 

 

All seven choices/reserves must be different.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Option 1 Option 2, 3 & 4 

French Art 

Spanish Computer Science 

History Dance 

Geography Drama 

Triple Science D&T - Engineering 

Computing Food & Nutrition 

 French 

 Geography 

 Health & Social Care 

 History 

 Music 

 Physical Education 

 Spanish 

 Triple Science 
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STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

 

All students on our SEN register can be given advice and guidance in making their 

choices by our SEN staff and by their tutors.    
 

The SEN Department offers a wide range of support to students in Years 10 and 11 

both as individuals and in groups. 
  
The kind of support available includes: 

 Revision techniques 

 Presentation skills  

 Individual help with assignments 

 Help meeting deadlines 

 

 Study skills  

 In-class support in specific subjects 

 Readers 

 Scribes  

 Research skills  

 Mentoring 

 Work Monitoring 

 

If you are not receiving support and you would like help please contact Miss Francis, 

SEN Manager. 

 

We offer Homework Club for coursework and revision 

support.  Homework Club is held every day after school in 

the Student Support Base. 

 

We also have computers, printers and a range of software 

& revision materials available for use in the Student 

Support Base. 

   

 

Access Arrangements for GCSE Examinations 

Some students with a recognised SEN diagnosis are entitled to special provision for 

their GCSEs e.g. extra time, a reader, use of a scribe, small room.  Miss Francis will 

inform parents if a student qualifies for Access Arrangements.  
  
Tests for these are usually held in the summer term of Year 9 or early in the Autumn 

Term of Year 10 so that Examination Boards can be contacted and necessary 

paperwork completed. 
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CORE SUBJECTS 
 

 

ENGLISH 
Studying English Literature and Language will 

expose you to a number of famous writers and 

poets from the 19th, 20th and 21st Century.  

 

You will have the opportunity to explore, explain 

and comment on writers’ crafts and structuring of a 

text. You will also be able to evaluate the impact of 

society on the characters, plot and themes within 

the texts we study. 

You will also develop your creative writing skills in 

both fiction and non-fiction styles and have the 

opportunity to deliver an oral presentation on a 

topic of your choice. 

  

 

 

MATHEMATICS 
Further study of Mathematics will improve your 

ability to communicate verbally, in symbolic form and 

in a logical and systematic manner.  Hopefully, it will 

be enjoyable!  You will get involved in a variety of 

investigational and problem solving situations working 

either on your own or with your friends. Mathematics 

is a universal qualification.  This subject will support 

the work you do in most other areas both at 

Westfield and when you move on. 
 
 

 

SCIENCE 
There is no aspect of modern day life which is not touched by 

Science.  Therefore a thorough understanding of basic scientific 

principles is important. Studying Science introduces us to the methods 

used to question and analyse the world around us and enables us to 

make considered decisions about the factors which affect the quality 

of life we wish to enjoy.   
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CAREERS 

In its broadest sense, Careers 

Education is about preparing you for 

living and working in the adult world, as 

well as being concerned with helping you 

to consider your future career. Its aims 

are to help you think realistically about yourself and the world about you and to provide you 

with the necessary information and skills to make reasoned, informed choices about your 

lifestyle.     In Careers Education, we will cover topics regarding ‘Preparation for the World 

of Work’ and your ‘Health and Wellbeing’. You will create a ‘Personal Portfolio’ to showcase 

your personal development, drawing on your participation in activities and experiences from 

both in and out of school.   Westfield Academy Careers Education achieved the prestigious 
‘Investors in Careers Award’.  

 
 

PHILOSOPHY & ETHICS/CITIZENSHIP 

These look at important issues that impact on a 

person’s life.  It will enable you to develop your 

opinions on key, often controversial, issues which 

affect our society today.  You will learn how to put 

across an informed opinion, develop the skills to 

argue your point of view and will, by the end of the 

course, be able to outline your beliefs on a variety 

of issues and be able to justify them in a logical, 

sympathetic and convincing manner. 
 

In Citizenship you will study issues which affect your life now or in the future. Issues such 

as: who do you think should run the country?  Why does this matter to you? How should you 

react to others in the wider world?  What matters to you, your family and community?  How 

can things be improved, can you make a difference?  Why should you get involved?  How can 

you get involved?  Working out how you can make a difference and planning, devising ways 

to improve your community and acting on your plans. 
 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
You take part in a full and varied range of sport in 

KS3. In KS4 we aim to build on what you already 

know and hope to offer new opportunities.  Sport in 

Years 10 & 11 gives a mental release from academic 

pressures and allows you to continue a healthy 

lifestyle.  As your bodies develop physically through 

training, so does your confidence and positive 

attitude.  These are vital skills to help you achieve 

your best in your life beyond Westfield.  
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THE 

OPTIONS 
 

 
 

 

Subjects where you have some 
choices and decisions to make 
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ART 
 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 
Art requires students to set their own agenda from within themselves, rather than follow set topics 

as in other subjects. They have to make independent creative decisions all the way, and be self-

critical. Many employers now actively seek those who have studied the arts. Steve Jobs, founder of 

Apple, was fond of saying his success was due to his hiring of artists as they have discipline, 

confidence and can accept criticism. The GCSE Fine Art course is suitable for students of all 

abilities. However, all students will be expected to show initiative, resilience and 

independence.   Weekly homework is set to encourage the specific development of researching skills 

and drawing skills.  
 

All sketchbooks and materials will be provided for the course but students may wish to obtain more 

specialist materials for the Externally Set Assignment. 
 

WHAT WILL I STUDY?  
GCSE Fine Art will provide opportunities for students to: 

 Develop artwork by recording what they observe, experience and imagine using drawing and 

photography. 

 Develop research skills by collecting images from the Internet or by using a camera and then 

using these to inform their ideas for a given theme. 

 Develop skills in looking at artists’ work and understanding why and how the artwork was made 

and its importance in being able to communicate ideas.  

 Develop technical skills in the areas of sculpture, printing and painting and using these skills to 

produce finished personal artwork. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? The students will work on a number of projects over the two 

year course.  These projects will last about a term and will consist of a number of teacher led tasks 

that will lead the students through a theme to a Personal Response.  This body of work will form the 

Student Portfolio which will be assessed as a whole.  

The students will undertake an Externally Set 

Assignment at the end of the course. 

Initially this will be led by the teacher, in order to help 

the students begin to explore the theme. From these 

first tasks the student will have a further period of time 

to develop ideas with greater independence but still 

supported and guided by their teacher. The students 

must produce a final painting, sculpture or any other 

appropriate artistic response in a 10 hour period under 

exam conditions. 
 

The final grade, from 1 to 9, will be given on the evidence of the students' achievements in their 

finished Artwork and the accompanying sketchbook work for both the Coursework Portfolio (60% 

of total marks) and the Externally Set Assignment (40% of total marks). 
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COMPUTER SCIENCE 
 

 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 
Things have come a long way since Charles Babbage planned his 

Difference Engine in the 1820s. Computing devices now 

dominate the modern world. It is arguably the most significant 

technology of the 21st century. If you want to be involved in 

the use and direction of this technology (with all the benefits 

for your career that this would involve) then a GCSE in 

Computer Science would get you in on the ground floor… 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
Computing is technical! What follows is a short description of what you will study. By the end of the 

course you will understand all the phrases in the table below. 

 

An introduction to computer systems. This 

includes: 

 Computer Systems architecture 

(including CPU, RAM and storage). 

 Wired and Unwired Networks (including 

topologies, protocols and layers). 

 System Software and Security. 

 Ethical, Legal, cultural and 

environmental issues. 

An introduction to programming, 
computational thinking and the software 
development lifecycle.  This includes: 

 Designing Algorithms. 

 Programming techniques which allow the 

construction of robust programs. 

 Computational Logic. 

 Computer translation. 

 Data representation. 

 

You will learn how to design, code and test your own computer programmes. As part of this you will 

study the high level programming language, Python. You will complete a 20 hour programming 

controlled assessment to test your proficiency in this. In Computing, we use a mixture of formally 

taught lessons and tutorial “cookbook” style lessons. Much of the homework is based around a 

“flipped” lesson where you watch prepared videos or read prepared material upon which you later 

complete a test. You need an interest in computing and maths.  Above all however, you need to be 

highly motivated and willing to put the work, both in class and at home, to get a good result.  
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED?  
 2 External exams (length 1.5 hrs) 100% 

 

You can find further details on our course by checking for GCSE Computer Science course (code : 

J276) on the OCR examination website. 
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DANCE – BTEC Level 2 
 

The course has a strong emphasis on developing practical dance skills; it also includes a focus 

on working in the performing arts industry and a major dance company production. It 

requires learners to study both independently and as part of a team which will be extremely 

useful preparation for higher level courses in any subject. 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 

Dance is an exciting subject to study! The BTEC course aims to support students in their 

development of physical, performance and choreographic skills but also helps to develop 

imagination, resilience, problem solving, self-confidence and physical fitness. 
 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

During the course students study: 
 

 Performance techniques: this covers performing both as an individual and within a 

group.  You learn how to choreograph dances, to develop your dance performance 

techniques and to reflect and evaluate on your performances. 
 

 Working in the Performing Arts Industry – Researching professional 

practitioners, looking at career opportunities and how to work in a company to 

produce a professional show.  
 

 Various Dance Styles inc: Jazz, Contemporary, Musical Theatre, Urban Dance.  
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

The course is assessed through continuous coursework assignments and one external 

assessment.  The coursework may take the form of: practical classes, workshops, 

performances and evaluations. The external assessment consists of a group performance 

along with a written logbook.  
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DRAMA – BTEC 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 

Performing arts in its many forms, is a growing 

and exciting industry in Britain.  It is an 

expanding area whilst many other industries are 

in decline.  Along with its offshoots it provides 

employment and career opportunities in many 

areas. For example, in entertainment, TV, radio, 

backstage, production, personnel, theatre 

management and arts' administration to mention 

but a few.  However, Drama will also help you if you are interested in any career that deals 

with people, such as nursing, teaching, shop work, care work, the forces and most areas that 

must communicate with the public on a regular basis. 
  
Drama can also help you to build your self-confidence, work as part of a team, work under 

pressure, learn about yourself and others and learn about a unique aspect of our history and 

culture. 
 
 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

You will develop your understanding of the performing arts by 

examining practitioners’ work (Brecht, Frantic Assembly and 

LeCoq) and the processes used to create performance. 
  
You will also develop your performing arts skills and techniques 

through the reproduction of acting in the style of a specific 

theatre practitioner. 
  
You will be given the opportunity to work as part of a group to 

create a performance in response to a given brief and stimulus. 

 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

You will be assessed during lessons and how well you contribute to discussions and 

workshops. You will also be required to present a presentation based on three different 

theatre practitioners. 
You shall be expected to keep a log book detailing your strengths and weaknesses and how 

you are continuing to develop these skills. 
Your performances and rehearsals will be recorded and you will be assessed throughout 

the creative process.  
There will be three logs to complete for one of the components which will be conducted 

under exam conditions. 



15 
 

D&T ENGINEERING - BTEC 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 
BTEC Engineering encompasses the elements of Design and 

Technology Product Design. This Course develops creativity and 

practical understanding irrespective of material areas being used. 

This knowledge, theory and practical skills base is used in real 

situations, resulting in engineering practical solutions to the 

requirement, scenario or problem set.  If you are interested in any 

of the trades such as mechanics, site carpentry, plumbing and 

electrics, or civil engineering, product design, automotive and 

aerospace, this course could be for you. 

 

BTEC qualifications can be used to form the basis of further study, workplace experience or interest. 

Currently there is a national skills shortage in practical based employment, with employers looking to take on 

apprentices with a practical experience. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
You will research and evidence engineering sectors, what they do, the requirements of and career 

opportunities they can provide. You will also look at engineering processes and materials and how products and 

components are produced. You will be shown the industry standard ways of communicating engineering 

information in order to manufacture components from CAD models, flow diagrams, schematic diagrams and 

working drawings. 

 

There is an emphasis on the concept and designing of components. You will be shown how to express and 

present your design ideas with a range of communication methods, and computer generated 

realisations.  Critical evaluation and annotation is important as you explore the form and function of your 

component. You will model and produce a prototype/semi functioning outcome. Traditional engineering skills 

and processes are also taught in material areas, such as welding, brazing, machining and sheet metal 

fabrication work. Construction carpentry, composite materials applications are also explored. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There are 2 internally assessed units 

 Component 1: Exploring Engineering Sectors and Design Applications -30% 

 Component 2: Investigating an Engineering Project– 30% 

  

External assessment 

 Component 3: Responding to an Engineering Brief – 40% 

All assignments and the external assessment must be completed satisfactorily in order to pass the course. 
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FOOD PREPARATION & NUTRITION 
 
WHY IS THIS SUBJECT IMPORTANT? 
 

The Eduqas GCSE in Food Preparation and Nutrition 

equips you with the knowledge, understanding and skills 

required to cook and apply the principles of food 

science, nutrition and healthy eating. It encourages you 

to cook, enables you to make informed decisions about 

food and nutrition and allows you to acquire knowledge 

in order to be able to feed yourself and others 

affordably and nutritiously, now and later in life. 

Anyone considering a career in food will benefit from 

learning about health, nutrition, food safety, food 

provenance and high level skills in food preparation. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

By studying food preparation and nutrition you will:   

 Be able to demonstrate effective and safe cooking skills by planning, preparing and cooking a 

variety of food commodities whilst using different cooking techniques and equipment. 
 Develop knowledge and understanding of the functional properties and chemical 

characteristics of food as well as a sound knowledge of the nutritional content of food and 

drinks.   
 Understand the relationship between diet, nutrition and health, including the physiological 

and psychological effects of poor diet and health.  Understand the economic, environmental, 

ethical and socio-cultural influences on food availability, production processes, diet and 

health choices.   
 Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of functional and nutritional properties, sensory 

qualities and microbiological food safety considerations when preparing, processing, storing, 

cooking and serving food.   
 Understand and explore a range of ingredients and processes from different culinary 

traditions (traditional British and International) to inspire new ideas or modify existing 

recipes. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

Coursework / Exam requirement: Food & Nutrition coursework will consist of 2 pieces of 

written/practical coursework that represent 50% of the final GCSE: A food science investigative 

task, and a research task which culminates in a 3 hour practical cook based on a theme such as 

regional produce. The other 50% is through an external written exam of 1 hour 30 mins. 
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GEOGRAPHY 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 
We live in a complex, beautiful and challenging world.  Geography 

is the subject which opens the door to this incredible world and 

prepares students for their role as global citizens in the 21st 

century.  Through studying Geography we can appreciate how 

places and landscapes are formed, how people and environments 

interact and what a diverse range of cultures and societies exist 

and interconnect. 

 

WHAT’S IN IT FOR YOU? 
Geography is a subject which builds on your own experiences, helping you to get to grips with some 

of the big questions which affect our world. The GCSE course will provide you with an opportunity 

to develop a wide range of very useful skills and is well respected by universities and employers 

alike. 

 
 

WHAT WILL I STUDY?  
At Westfield Academy we will be following the AQA GCSE 

Geography specification. Students will travel the world from 

their classroom, exploring case studies in the United Kingdom, 

higher income countries, newly emerging economies and lower 

income countries. Students are also encouraged to understand 

their role in society, by considering different viewpoints, 

values and attitudes. The course is divided into the following 

key areas: 

 

Living with the physical environment. This will include: 

 Natural hazards: Tectonic hazards, weather hazards, climate change. 

 The living world: Ecosystems, tropical rainforests, deserts. 

 Physical landscapes in the UK: Coastal & river landscapes. 

Challenges of the human environment. This will include: 

 Urban issues: Urbanisation, urban growth in poorer parts of the world, urban change in the 

UK, urban sustainability. 

 Changing economic world: Economic development, closing the development gap, rapid 

economic development in newly emerging economies, economic change in the UK. 

 Resource management: Resource issues in the UK, energy. 

Geographical applications. This will include an issues evaluation task and fieldwork. 

 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
You will sit three written exams in the summer term of Year 11: 

Paper 1 - Living with the physical environment. 

Paper 2 – Challenges in the human environment. 

Paper 3 – Geographical applications. 
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HEALTH & SOCIAL CARE - BTEC 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 

About 3 million people work in health and social care.  Health care roles include doctors, pharmacists, 

nurses, midwives and healthcare assistants, while social care roles include care assistants, 

occupational therapists, counsellors and administrators.  Together, they account for nearly one in 

ten of all paid jobs in the UK.  Demand for both health and social care is likely to rise, so they will 

continue to play a key role in UK society and the demand for people to carry out these vital roles 

will increase. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

Component 1: Human Lifespan Development 

 How individuals develop physically, emotionally, socially and intellectually over time.  

 How various factors, events and choices impact individuals’ growth and development.  

 How people adapt to life events and cope with making changes. 
 

Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values 

 Learn which health and social care services are available and discover who’s involved in 

providing these services.  

 Identify why people might need to use these services and explore what might stop people 

from accessing the services they need. 

 Look at the care values the sector has to make sure people get the care and protection they 

need.  
 

Component 3: Health and Wellbeing 

 Learn what ‘being healthy’ means to different people and explore the different factors that 

might influence health and wellbeing. 

 Create a health and wellbeing improvement, which includes targets and recommendations of 

support services available.  

 Reflect on the potential challenges the person may face when putting the plan into action. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

There are 2 internally assessed units 

 Component 1: Human Lifespan Development -30% 

 Component 2: Health and Social Care Services and Values – 30% 

External assessment 

 Component 3: Health and Wellbeing – 40% 

All assignments and the on-line exam must be completed satisfactorily in order to pass the course. 
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HISTORY 
 

WHY STUDY HISTORY? 

History will teach you a wide range of skills that are 

valuable in many jobs and in everyday life. 

GCSE History is highly regarded amongst employers, 

colleges and universities.  The topics covered are 

themselves interesting and help to develop many 

skills.  You will be much more critical of what you 

read or hear on the news and it will develop your 

abilities to reason and argue your point of view with 

supporting information.  You will enjoy History GCSE if you are interested in finding out how 

people’s lives have changed and how people in the past may have thought differently from 

us. If you have enjoyed History in your first years at Westfield Academy, you will probably 

enjoy it even more at GCSE level. 
 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

The syllabus we follow is OCR History B (Schools History Project).  Below are details of 

what we cover: 
 

Students will study The People’s Health c.1250 - present.  We will look at the impact of 

living conditions on people’s health. This topic also includes the response to epidemics such 

as the Black Death and AIDS.  We also cover what was done to improve public health.  

Following this, we will focus on The Elizabethans, 1580-1603. This involves a study of how 

Elizabeth governed the country, religion, daily lives, popular culture (including the 

persecution of witches) and the wider world during this period. The emphasis is on how life 

in Elizabethan England has been interpreted by historians, TV and film-makers. 
 

We also study the changes in one historical site over time.  

This involves fieldwork as we visit Glastonbury Abbey. 
 

As a complete contrast, students cover the Making of America, 1789-1900. We look at how 

America grew, the Wild West (including the Plains Indians, the Gold Rush and the Indian 

Wars) plus The American Civil War. 
 

Coming back to Europe, the last unit is on Living Under Nazi Rule, 1933-45. The course 

covers dictatorship, control and opposition, the lives of people in Nazi Germany plus 

Germany at War and the occupation of Europe. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

There will be three exam papers making up 100% of the marks.  These exam papers are all 

taken at the end of the course.  
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MODERN FOREIGN LANGUAGES 

FRENCH & SPANISH 
 

WHY THESE SUBJECTS ARE IMPORTANT 

The study of Modern Languages offers a key to a range of experiences 

inaccessible to those who only speak English.  Being able to speak to a foreign 

person in his/her own tongue is an experience not to be missed.  Learning a 

foreign language widens your horizons and gives you interest in, understanding 

of, and respect for the way of life in societies other than your own.  It also 

makes you more aware of the nature and function of your own language. 

Learning a language should also be an enjoyable experience, which provides you 

with skills which would be difficult to acquire later in life.   

 

Reasons why languages are great: 
1. English is not enough! Not everyone speaks English, 75% of the world do not speak any English 

at all. 

2. In class, you get to study a wide range of topics all about different people and cultures, not just 

how to speak. 

3. Languages mean business - being able to speak a language will make you really stand out. 

4. They’re good for you! Speaking more than one language increases your brain capacity and 

improves your memory. 

5. It’s really impressive to be able to speak a foreign language. It's a real achievement that your 

friends will envy and employers will love! 

6. Using a language at work could raise your salary from 8-20%. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

The course in Years 10 and 11 continues to stress 

the importance of language as a means of 

communication.  You will be taught to cope with a 

wide variety of situations which you may 

encounter abroad and you will also learn to talk 

about different topics relating to yourself and 

the world around you.  A large proportion of 

each lesson will involve speaking and 

understanding the language, although reading 

and writing skills will be equally extended. 
 

The GCSE builds on prior learning from KS3 and 

covers some familiar topic areas including: 

holidays, environmental issues, where you live, 

your school, future plans and daily life. 

 
You will also explore the culture of France or Spain, including celebrations and festivals, which will 

add to your understanding of the language and country. As part of this, you will be using authentic 

foreign language materials and literature. 
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HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 

Students will be assessed using the 9-1 grading system, with 9 being the highest grade. Grades 1-5 

will be available for Foundation papers and 4-9 for the Higher. 

 

Students will be assessed in all four skill areas (Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing) and will 

be entered for either Foundation or Higher Tier. Each skill counts for 25% of the final grade. All 

assessments will take place at the end of Year 11 and will be externally marked. The table on this 

page shows in more detail how each of the skills will be assessed. 

 

Listening  

You will listen to recordings in the language and answer questions on what you 

hear. You will need to write short answers in both English and the target 

language. There will be a mixture of multiple-choice and open-response 

questions. 

Speaking 

You will complete a short role-play with the examiner and talk about a photo. 

You will also talk about two of the topics you have studied. You are rewarded 

on your ability to create spontaneous responses. 

Reading 

You will be given passages to read and questions to answer. Some of the 

questions will be multiple-choice and for some you will need to write a short 

answer in English or the target language. You will also need to translate a short 

passage into English. 

Writing 
You will complete extended writing from a choice of questions and also a 

translation into the foreign language. 
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MUSIC 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 
First and foremost, music is great fun to study because of the practical and active nature of the 

course.  It is important as a subject because it plays such an important part in everyone’s daily 

life.  It is used in a massive range of settings and by studying music to GCSE, a deeper 

understanding of its applications will develop.  It enables individuals to attain their full creative 

potential whilst teaching a wide spectrum of skills and knowledge which can be a basis for further 

study or use in leisure time.  Music is also an excellent way to begin to come to terms with both 

the understanding and expression of thoughts and feelings.  This will help develop sensitivity 

towards music through personal experience and exercise of imagination. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 
 Performance techniques: this covers performing both as an individual and within a group.  It is 

able to cater for a vast range of performance experience, from beginners to maestros!  You have 

the option to work on more than one instrument. The voice is also considered an instrument! 

 Music composition: through both the study of how music is constructed and practical experience, 

students discover the art of composing in a variety of styles. 

 Listening to music: this not only deepens students’ awareness of music but also helps translate 

other areas of the course such as theory and history into the reality of sound. 

 4 Areas of Study: Musical Forms and Devices, Music for Ensemble, Film Music and Popular 

Music. 

These broad classifications of music are studied through listening, composing and performing 

work. 

 Theory of Music: this will continue with the theory that has been taught throughout Years 7-9 

and will lead the students to an understanding of how music is actually put together. 

 Music Technology: this looks at the way that computer technology can be used to create musical 

interpretations of compositions.  
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
There are three areas of assessment to determine final grades:  

Performing (30% of Final Grade – 1 solo and 1 group piece)  

Composing (30% of Final Grade – 2 pieces of music)  

Listening (40% of Final Grade).  60% is coursework (to be worked on throughout the 2 years and to 

be submitted at the end of the spring term in Year 11), 40% is listening exam (to be taken in the 

summer of Year 11).  

 

* It is recommended that a student can play a musical instrument and/or sing if they choose to 
embark on a GCSE in Music.  
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION – GCSE/BTEC First Award 
 

There are two courses offered.  Both contain theory and practical elements, and require a 

commitment to written work and independent study.  Coursework is a crucial element of both 

courses. You should also be committed to participating in sport outside of your PE lessons and school. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY?  

Students studying this course combine practical performance with theoretical knowledge to gain 

an in depth understanding of human movement.  This knowledge is then applied both in the 

classroom and on the playing field in order to refine and develop their performance in all practical 

areas. 
 

The course is made up of units including topics such as –  

 The fitness and training requirements needed in order 

to excel in sport. 

 How lifestyle choices affect sports training and 

performance. 

 How to assess your own level of fitness. 

 How psychological factors affect sports performance.  

 How exercise affects the body systems. 

 Anatomy and Physiology for Sports Performance. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? (GCSE) 
This is made up as follows: 

 Practical performance in 3 activities including the ability to analyse and improve 

performance assessed through a final practical moderation day (40%).   

 The theory exam takes place at the beginning of May and is worth 60% of the course. 
 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? (BTEC) 
 Unit 1 will be assessed externally, in the form of a 1 hour on-line exam worth 50 marks.   

 All other units are broken down into four or five assignments and are internally assessed.   

 All assignments and the on-line exam must be completed satisfactorily in order to pass the 

course. 

 

It is highly recommended that you talk to the PE department before choosing PE as an option. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Students often choose GCSE/BTEC PE thinking that they will play their favourite sport for an extra 
five lessons per fortnight.  Before choosing this course your son/daughter needs to be aware that these courses are 
much more difficult than students have experienced before in PE and this regularly catches students out.  They will not 
pass this course without hard work and study. 
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TRIPLE SCIENCE 
 

WHY THIS SUBJECT IS IMPORTANT 

Studying Triple Science results in students gaining three separate Science GCSEs in 

Biology, Chemistry and Physics. These separate Sciences are suitable for those who enjoy 

the hard work and practical activities involved in the study of Science. Studying the 

separate Sciences at GCSE allows students to unpick how the world around them works 

and consider how advances in Science have led to some incredible breakthroughs.  The 

implications and impact on our world of scientific advances will also be studied. Three 

Science GCSEs can open the door to many career opportunities, however, it should not be 

undertaken lightly as students will have many hours of Science lessons a fortnight, 

therefore a passion for Science is important. 

 

WHAT WILL I STUDY? 

At Westfield students will follow the AQA Science specification for both combined and 

Triple Science.  The Triple Science option involves the study of extra topics in Biology, 

Chemistry and Physics, as well as studying those from combined Science in more depth. 

Additional content present in Triple Science includes: The Use of Antibodies in Medicine, 

Sustainable Food Production, Nanoscience, The Science of Polymers, Space Science and 

The Behaviour of Infrared Radiation. 

HOW WILL I BE ASSESSED? 
The three Science GCSEs are all assessed in Year 11. 

 

Final grades for each of the GCSEs are gained from two 1hr 45 minute exams (this adds up 

to 10 hours 30 minutes in total for all 3 GCSEs). There is no coursework in GCSE Science.  
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 

 

 Students have been looking at making choices in their Personal Development lessons 

in school. 
 

 Parents and students are invited to attend a Key Stage 4 Curriculum Evening on 

Thursday 21 March at 6:00pm – 8:00pm in the Lower School Hall and in 

subject teaching rooms.   
 

 The deadline for completing online applications is Sunday 21 April 
 

 Option groups will then be organised and finalised towards the end of the summer 

term.  Where there are concerns or problems over choices, students will be 

interviewed by Mr Reid, Deputy Headteacher and parents will be consulted if a 

reserve choice option is not available. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: Although we try to match students to their choices, and succeed in most cases, it 
may be that students will be allocated to one or, rarely, two of their reserve choices or, very few 
cases, have to make an alternate subject choice. 
 
For example - In a previous year of 160 students: 
 146 students were allocated all of their first choices  

 12 students had one reserve choice allocated  

 Two students were assigned two of their first choices but had to make one alternative choice. 

 

Final Subject allocations are likely to be confirmed with students in July 
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 NOTES 
 

 

 
 
 


